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Tlrcatlical Vct'siorts

' l- Prc.suntptittn; or tlrc Fatc oJ'ITrankanslcttt was first, irt 1823.

2- llunryunryttiottl, or Dr. Frturkan.rtain utul tha Ilolryoltlin of lloxtott,

1823.

3- Frank-in-Steam, or Ilrc Modern Prontise to Pay, t burlesque ver-

sion in 1823.

Filnr Ve rsions

1- very first rvas Frtrnkenstcitr prodtrced by 1'honus Edison Studios

in i 910.

2- f'rankunstcitt stittt iltg l.loris l(ltrlol'l', lltoclLtcctl by Universli Stu-

dios irr 1931 .

- 3- tlridc of Frurtkutstcitt, 1935.

4- Sotr oJ Frankattsrcin,7939.

5- G tittst d l;t ur*attstcitt, 1942.

' 6- I;ntttkenstcin 14ccts rc lVttlf ii ,tt,1943.
'l - I'lottse of Frat*anstcin, 1945.

8- tlbbot attcl Costalltt ltlccl I;) ultkL'lt'\t rr, i9'lS.

)- ! r*.t.t Lt 'l'tr'ttttt: /jrrtrtlcttllcirt, loo5.
' [0- Jcssc./<tltrcs 14atts It'rutkctt:;tcitt't Darrg/rtr'r', 1905.

Ll- Dr. l:'riuftanst.ti ott CantPt$,l9-lO.

12- Y or rn g lr ruttkctrs tc i tr, 19"1 4.
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AI]STI{AC'f

The Lifc of Mary Shelley

l- Born Arrgust 30, 1797 ro lr4ary Wollstortccraft (Tlrc Rights of

Wonun) and William Godwin (Political Justice).

2-.Motlrer <iies in Scpternber, 1797.

3- Father remarries (Mrs. Clairmont ).

4- Meets Percy Bysslie Shclley in 1814, tltey rui.l away !o Frxnce.

5- In 1815 their first child is born, but dies a ferv days latcr. Their

second child, Williarr, is boln in January, 1816.

6- In l8t6 Mary bcgins l:rlnkenstcitr.

Re v iews W lt i ch Irra rt l<c nslelf-Bcleircd
'..>

I- Ed inbur glt lvlagctzittc,luirly typical.

2- Blackwoocl's serics ol'"llctttarks on Flitnkcnstcin" by Sir Wlltcr

S co tr.

3- 7'lLc Qrrurtarl),, "lvils rc\'oltcrl l;y tltis kinti ol'lvriting".

4- lvlrs. I'ioz-z-i's lctlcI l() l;iIlny l)'Atbluy.

5- Bluckttnod':; surl)risc ilt lculrtittg (l[tt i1,/(,r] Slrc[[cy rvns' tlrc ltu-

thor.

j

/.,V )\ ,j.,9 tl {4v tt f)v tt Ot,urrt fi^l



clu.scd his lottclincss a,lci lorcccl Lrpt:rt Itittr tlrc isolntiorl ilrl trtust cll-

dure.I..rankcnsteincreltedane..tjvpcrl.cctcfcature,bucollervitlra

lrc:lrt tll(l willrotrt x.sotrl. 'l'hc nlortslcr's Lr rri'tt ll'illcrl ilcsire for cotn-

paniorlship can only bc satisticd ill tllc clcstructiolt ol- his crcator'

lll lhe cnd, Slrcllcy Iras tcvctsctl lllu roles lor llcr chirritctcrs'

FrankcrrsteirrseekstoClostroytheVerybeinghecreated;themonster

seeks revenge of his creator, the person who gave him life'

Thc isolarion which is forced upon each of them' thus leads to

' llreir eventual clestruction. Frankenstein -eives up all social contact in

oldcr|odevotclrisrinretotl]ecI,ca[iol'lofhis''bciIrg..'Thiscrcation
tlrcn lca<is to Frankcnstcin's isolatiorl flonl llis flicntls and [ellltivcs'

' bccause of thcir (lcatll. Wc ttorv Ititve ctrttte full-circlc Lrltck lo F'r'att-

l<cttslcitt's isoilttiott l'tortr socictl' ll:lll;ll' (ltlo to llis (lL'tctlrlirl:ltion to

scck lcvctt-g,c. 'l'ltc istrllttiort rvhiclt tlrc tllotlstcl.!'xl)()li!'ltccs is Iotcctl

rrport ltitlr by socictl'bc.-nLrsc bf his Ititlctltrs pltl'sical apPcltiatrt:c 
-i ltc

tlcspnir ltt.rd loltclitrcss rvhich this ist-rlaiitltl c:tttscs lcrtls lo tllc trlotr-

stcr...sl.itlltldcstrrrctitrtl.ltslrclclr'cslris..lastr.ictirrt'.\\:i(lr1|lcl)tollllsc)
to co..]'li[.iii.i,t". ,,1 shlll r]ic. Isi'rll .o lorrgci'{ccl thc :tgonlcs

whiCir norv collslJlnc ntc or bc lllc prc),of [cclinlls trnsatisfictl' yet

rrnriuctrchctl ... Soorl thcsc btrtltittil rrtiscrics rvill lrc c\tinct " (P]r'

2.2.')--2.2.i)

liolc,.:r.l inl,r ;111 11111115i1;1lrlc istrl;ttiort bcu,tttst: ol tlrcir-tltirst lirl

litrrlrvlcclt.c, llte t0 slr.t lt tl lrtltltl.i tlstL:ilt ItItVt L'Itt:It Iril\'('rl Ill( l()ll(l

ro tltcit clclttlt lttttl tlcst|trctirltt'

I
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dry; and alrhough thc winci cntcred it by irtnumerable chinks' (he)

found it an agrecable asylum from the snolv and rain'" (p' 106)

The monster's senso|y clcprivation is cvcnlually enlightcned by

the knorvledge he acquircs from observing his protecror-family

through the chinks in tlie wall'- But as his knowledge increases' his

desire to escape his isolarecl confinemcnt is accomponied by persorral

indecision and fear of rejection, ciespite his need lor esscnti^l llun'Iarl

contact artd companionslrip Admitring thalt hb will nor bc accepted by

sociery, solcly bccause of his plrysical appcalancc' tilc nlonslcr clloos-

esthcncxtbcstaltcrllatLve,Lol,itrdsonrcottclikclrilrlscl[.Solrcgocs

to Dr. Frarlkenstein ancl asks lhe cloclof to crcatc :r lnalc [or him'

Withl:rankcnstcitt'srcfttsaltoclclltcal'cmalccourltcr-part'thc

nionster despair ittcleascs, r'csulLlrrg in ltis oulburst o1'tnLtrtlcr and

rage. Isoiatecl by a world lhat totally rcjects ancl misundcrstatlds

lrint,tlremonstcrbelicvestllconlylncaningwhichcanbcgivcrrroltis

Iilb is rhrough Lhc dcslrilction ol'llis clcltor'

The nlotlstcr ltlclulrcs of Irr:trtkcrtsteirt' "Ilave I not sul'lercd

enousl), tllat you scck to it.tctcase nly ntiscry ? lf you rvill conrply

ivirh rny conclitions, I rvil[ lcavc thel]) all(l you at pcacc: bur if yott rc-

fusc, i rvill glLtt Llic urtlv ol'(lcillh, rtrltil it bc satiatcd wiLh the blooci

of your rcnraitting fricncls'"(p 99) And so hc docs l(illing Dr'

Frttnketrsteitt Itituscll'lvotrlti bc too cilsy; instctd' hc tltttrclcts thc

pcoplc tlear to ltittt lttttl kccps ltis Ploulisc to "llc with you Fr'nttkctr-

stein on yottr wcdcling night " (p 168)

Il is no,,v evident thltt the nrorister's acrlr,risition ol'knorvletigc has

I
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ly by thc sclfish titrctor'

'l'lrc jtrsl sctrsc ot' isrllarion cotttcs for tllc nrotlslcr rvitcn ltc sccs

iris rcflcctiorr itt lt 1'rotll ol'wllor' "l hirtl rtrlrrtilcil tltc pcrfcct loutrs

ol'my cottagcls ... tlrcil gracc, bcitttty, dclicltlc crrl rl plc xiorts ' but ltorv

rvas I terrificd whctr I vtervccl nrysclf in x trilnsprrcnl pool! At fifsl'

I stat'ted back, uliable to believc that iL *'ils indeed I rvho rvas rcfleci-

cci in the Inirror; anti wl.lcn I bccanlc fuily convinced that I was ln

rcaiity tltc lrollstcl that I al11, I was iiilcd rvith the bilterest scrts:ttiotrs

of dcsPorttlcltcc and rnorrificatiott ''\/rtsl 1r'li</ not yct ctltirely know

thc falal clfecr ol' tltis nrlscrabt- ,.tc-l-ortttity'" (P l l4) llut witll tirc

' ltnorvlcdgc tlllrt lllc Illot)stcr' :tcclLlircs' Itc sootr rcriiz-cs itorv trtLtcli his

physical rl)pclrllrtcc r'vill isolaLc hitlr' " I krtcrv tltltt I posscssccl lto

,l.ron"r, no frietrcis, tlo kirld of pLopcrty l was' bcsicle' ellclued rvith a

figure hideously clefolmed and lonll)esonlc " i canllot dcscribc to

you the agony that thcse rc[lcctions inflicLed upon lllc; I tried to dis-

pcl thcln, but sorro"v only inc|easecl vVitl.r krtorvledge"' (p' 120)

Without home or a fanrily, tllc tllonsier is left rvitir thc realization

thai, perhaps ours ts not a 
"vorlcl 

nlacjo for nrotrstcrs Due solely to

lris physical nppearlnce, he is brrncletl as a criltrittal wltosc rcsulting

bclravioL is not strrptisirttl

'i-ho tlttlttstcr's Iitsr [cltl cot]tllct \vitll tltl otrtsirlc rvtlrlil cotttcs

rvltilc ltc is solitlrlily cortfittctl lo ltis ir'rvci il(!j:Iccrl{ to his

"l)rotcclol's" sr.llllll cottligc 'l'his kcrtttcl "wils corrslrLrctctl ol wootl'

buL so io,.r'thar (irc) coultl u'irli cliliicLrlty sit trp liglrt itt it No l'ootl'

horvcvcr, rvas prlacecl on lllc cxtlil' rvlrich Lirlntctl tirc lloor' bLrl it rvlts

I
I
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nliijht dcsl.foy Itlallkitr(l ils ;l !vllolc

This blings rrs to lhc foulth attd I'in:rl phase of Dr. Frankcn-

slein's isolation, caused by dle tllonstcr's nrur<lcrs of tl'lc tllree nlost

important pcople to Frlnkcnstein, irtclutling Elizabcth. Estrartged

from all he has held clcur, conscioLrs only to lottclincss alld guilt,

Frankenstein calls upon tlre spirits of niglrt and denth, those wander-

ing monsters of vcngeance, co aid hint in pursuing "the daenon who

caused this nlisery until he or I sirall Perish in mortal conflict... Let

the cursed and the hellish rnonsler drive decp of agony; let him feel

the clesfair rirat now tol'rnents.rnc. Tlre same ntonontania displaycci

in creating the being is now passicnately hurled into its destnlction."

(p. 2AD Fnrnkensteirt is sct ttpon I coLrrse of self-dcstruction. Tite

cluclty of thc silrratiorl is Lhrt thc isolation lorccd Lrpon thc ntorlsicr

has rrorv baclt-lilcd. Ir.:utkctistcitt's solu :ttt'tbilicttt is to tlcstroy lris

crcalirlrt, btrl irt tloirtg so, ltc isollt{cs ltitttscll'l0tcvcl,
'l iris blings us lo tlrc ttt;titt tlottllit:l itt tlrc ttovr:1, tllc isolilliorl

frtlccrl rrporr Illc nlor]iilcr by socictl', (lLl'.: lo tltc tlccisiotts o( l)r. Irratt-

kcrrstcirr. ('l'lris is irr (lifccl conlt lst rvitlt Irr;trrkc'tst,-'irt's r:lttrsctt isollr-

tion.) llld JJr. l;r'unl<t:rt:;leirt cttltlctl iur ilcstltclicitlly pleltsirtg clcrt-

ture as llc ori-rrinally irrlcrrclctl, this rvouitl not iro I problcrtr. And ltad

Frarrkenstcin crcutcd l rrtalc fol thc nlortstcr, isolatiotr rvoulti ltnvc

bccn sonrcthiug tllc crcl(urc cottltl ctttltttr: togctlrcr. lJut tllis *,as llot

tlle casc arrcl tlic nronslcr's isolrrliort wrrr; tlilficLrlt li)r ililil lo bcNr ls

was Flarrkcnstcirt's, Wc soOrr ltcqirt to ull(lcrstl (l tlrirt tllc nro slct is

a victint ot cilculllstai)cc, rvitlr his rltiscty irttposcd Lrport lrint rvilltirl-

E I'o n, \rrv tt f,v tl ,tQv lt \strv tt r,,urlr FlTl



tllis manr)el could brir)g l-olt/r pclcc to iris soul. "I rvas tcnrptetl to

p.iLlngc into thc silcnlilake, tiral tl)c wxtcr$ rtrigltt closc ovcr rlc und

rny calanritics forcvcr." (p.91) '
llLrt. I;r-lnkcnstt:in's tr()ul)lcs ulc llrr l?>rn ovcr.. 'l'lrc ntonslcr f

sooll approachcs lrinr rviLh rvhar hc lccls is a rnorJcsL rcqucst.

Whar I ask of you is rcason;rble'and rnoderare: I dc-

nrlnd a crcature o[ arother sex, but as hideous as my-

sclf; thc grurificlrio0 is srrrall, bur ir is ail thirr I clrr rc-.

ceivc, iln(l it shullcontcrrt Ilrc. lt is tnle, rvc sltirll bc

nronstcrs, crrt ofl_ frorn irll tha worl(l: but orr that ac-

court \vc sllilli bc nrolc iltlrcllcd to onc trlolhcr. Oua

livcs will lot bc lnppl', lrLrr rlrcy rvill lrc hulrrrlcss trrri

ftcc iroDr thc nriscly I rr,Jrv lccl. Olrl i\4v crc tor.

nrirkc rrrc hr1>py; lct r)rc lccl srirlitudc tow:rr(ls you tirt

onc benc[irl Let n1o scc tllot I c\citc tlrc synrpltlry of

sclrrrc clistilg tlringi (lo net (lcn\'nrc ntt rcqrrestl

(pp. lJ5- 1.r6)

"l lrc clrrciirl tlccisrorr [ur

cOtttl;lniott li.)r tlrc rttOttcstc:t.

nlrlc. lhrrs isolrrtirI lrirrrsr:ll'

llorrt ltis li:rrrcic. lilt;rrl,r:llr

trtirt,.l ;tttr.l (]cstr'\)\'s Iti. rtcrttl;

bcings rlight thcn l)r'ol)rgntc

l)r'. i;r'lrrrkcnstcin is rvlrrthcr Io cr('lltc il

llu tlt:citlL:s ltr g,.r ltltcatl lltl(l crcirtc ir l-c-

ltgltitt ltotrt s()eict\'. un(i ntor(: n()tilt)l)'.

IIrrtcvcr. l,rlrrkt rrstcit clurl-gt:s ltis

c()nll)lrtc(l (:tcil(lllc in l(:ltr ll]:rt tllc i\\'o

iln cntirc civiliz-ntion ol' nlonstcrs. \\,llo
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his work ancl desire to crcatc a ncw spccies, hc cornplctcly cuts ltim-

self off frorn the world arourrd ltirn. Like Walton, whose intcl.lcctual

pursuits isolated him frorn mankirtcl, Frartkenstein c.liscovers that

"Study ..... secluded mc from the intercoursc of nry fellow creatures,

and rendered me unsocial." (p. 7)

We soon discover that his ambition not ouly makes him unso-

cial, but indirectly responsible for four tnurdcrs with thc creation of

the monster. After the death of Jusrinc (rvho '"vas wrongfully convicr-

ed of killing Fraukeustein's younger brothcr) Flankenstcin admits to

Walton tlr:rt lre lrad nevcr fclt ntorc plirt.

The blood flowed frcely in nry vcins, but a weight of

dcspair and rcrrorsc prcsscd on rrry hclrr rvhich rrotli-

irrg coukJ rcnrovc... Ihad bcgurr lifc wirh berrcvolcrrr

irrtcntions, and lllirslcd li)r tllc nrorlrcttt wllcn I shoLrid

prrt thcrrr irr ;llacticc an<l nrakc rrrysclf rrscl'ul tcr rry

Icllow bcirrgs. Now irll was bllrstcd: i0stcod ol scrcn-

ity of couscicncc whiclr lllowcd nrc to look back

rupo thc pxst rvith sclf-sutisfuction.... I rvas scizccl

by remorsc and the scrrsc of guilt, wlriclr hurricci nre

twly to a hcli of intcnsc torturts (uch as no lirnguugc

citn clcscribc. (1r. 90)

So uttclly disrauglrt f|orrr ttrcsc losscs, l;r'irnkcns(cin coutcrll-

plates suicide, nd feels thrt only total isolation fronr the world in

l
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is lolcvcr visiblc.'' (p. t5)l Waltort tcrlizcs 
"vh:t! 

hc is giving up by

isolating himscll'flonl socicty in lhis Ittlttttrer', buL lbr hirrr thc advatt-

tagcs will far outwcigh thc disadvanligcs: "1or the acquircnlcrlt of

the knowlcdgc wlriclr I sought; l'or tltc donrilrion I 'sllould acqLrirc otld

transrril ovcr thc elemelttal ioes of oul racc." (p.28)

But just in tinte, FranJ<enste.: comcs to the rescue So that Wai-

ton cloes not make tlre same mistake that Victor Frankenstein did in

his an-rbitious pursuit of knowledge, Frankenstein decides to tell Wal-

toh of his cxpcrictrces which rverc a dircct rcsult of this drivc "You

seck for ktrorvlcdgc rtrcl rvisdonr, ls I ottcc tiitl; lnd I urdently hope

that tirc grarificatiorl of your rvislrcs lrlay lrot bc a serpent stirrg to

you, as mine has bcctr." (p.29-30) Irnnkcnstcitr goes oll to say,

"l-carn front tuc, il'ttot flollt trt-l' Prcccilts, ilt lclisl l)y ttly clilttttplc,

horr, ,:langcrous is tllc ltctlttitcntctlL of kllo\\'lo(lgc and horv happicl

tirat urait ......... to bccomc gtcatcr Lhlrn his tllllurc \\'ill allorv'" (p'

53) ln tlrc cittl rvc rcltliz-c Flltttkcrrstcin lt:ts bcctt I blcssing to Wlltorr,

arrci rvc cart ortly hopc tltaL \\/liltt-rrt rvill takc Ft:tttkcrtstcitt's x(lvlcc to

llcilrt.
'l lris lltrr'.strit t>l Lrtrlrt'lr:tl!ltr is t't".:tt ttiottl illrl)ilfL:lIl irt [;tltttkctt-

stcin hintself, atttl rvc scc its tLritttltts ttltttrrc lc;td lo lhc isolatiorl

rvhich accrtrrrl.ranics I;r:rnkcrrstcirr ihlrlrrg.irrrtrL llic llovcl. Ftilrlkcnslcill

is lilst isolutcti ll.olll socicty [ry irrrrlrcrsirrg hirnsclf in his sttrtlics. Ilc

is "rlccply stttiltctt rvirlt tltc (llirst lr)r I'rtowlc(lrc." ;ttt'il tlctc[tttittcd to

"pionccl il ncw \\'ily, cxplilLc Ltltkttorvll l)o\\'crs, lttttl ttnlilltl lo tltc

rvolld thc tleepcst rn;'stclics oi clcatiott." (p '18) 'liltally absorbcd irl

I
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The Concept

in
Mary Shellcy s

of Isolation

Frankcnste in

JilDcelra l-cotlll HaDID u DaId
Collegc of Fine Arts

Dopartnrent of Art Education

Uporr analyzing Frankct$tcitt as a l{omantic novel we di.scover

knowledge is not always errlightcning, and tlliit too nruclt knorvlcdge

can bc dcstructive. h this novel by lvlaly Shellcy thc pur.sLrit of
knowletlge lcacls to a lrannful isr>lation rvhich in tunl lcr(is to tltc
dorvnftll of'thc ccntral clrilractcrs. 1'horrgh clch chamctcr cxpcri-
enccs isollttion in rr tliffclcrrt r]rillurcr, llrc cltl rcsrrlt lbl c;rclr is dc"

spair and lorrelincss. lt is thc pLrrprtsc ol tllis pilpcr to sllow how thc

concepr of isolation is thc lblce bchintl tlrc mgc urrd hatclul rcvcnge

o[ both Frankcn.stcin an(l tllc nronstcr, rvhiclr lcarl to tllcir evenru:tl

annihilution.
-l'lrc Iif:;t c]rlrirctcI wc tccI is Wullrlrr, lrr A|ctic c;rltlor.cr rvl.ro

h:rs rlivcrr up a lilc in socicty to l)ufsuc lris ltlvcrrtrrlo.rs trspir.nliorrs.

Wc lcalrr tirlouglr lris lcltcrs to lris sistcr lrorv vitlrlly irrrporturrt it i:;

to ltint t.o cxplore thc r)oltllcnl lcgiorrs Lrl tlrc workl lvllcrc "tllc sun

l- See bibliogrirphy uncierJoscplr, r\4.K.
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