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Theatrical Versions

- Presumption; or the Fate of IFrankenstein was first, in 1823.

2- Humgumptionl, or Dr. Frankenstein and the Hobgoblin of Hoxton,
1823. '

3- Frank-in-Steam, or the Modern Promise to Pay, a burlesque ver-

sion in 1823.

Film Versions

1- very first was Frankenstein produced by Thomas Edison Studios
in 1910.

2- Frankenstein starring Boris Karlotl, produced by Universal Stu-
dios in 1931.

3- Bride of Frankenstein, 1935,

4- Son of Frankenstein, 1939.

5- Ghost of Frankenstein, 1942,

6- Frankenstein Meets the Wolf alan, 1943,

7- House of Frankenstein, 1945,

8- Abbot and Costello Meet Frankenstein, 1948,

9= { was ¢ Teenage Frankenstein, 1965, '

10- Jesse James Meets Frankenstein's Daugliter, 1903.

V- Dr. Frankenstein on Campus, 1970.

12- Young Frankenstein, 1974,
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ABSTRACT"

The Life of Mary Shelley

1- Born August 30, 1797 to Mary Wollstonecraft (The Rights of
Women) and William Godwin (Political Justice).
2- Mother dies in September, 1797.

3- Father remarries (Mrs. Clairmont ).

4- Meets Percy Bysshe Shelley in 1814, they run away to France.

5- In 1815 their first child is born, but dies a few days later. Their
second child, William, is born in January, 1816.
6- In 1816 Mary begins Frankenstein.

Reviews Which Frankenstcin Received
' 5
1- Edinburgh Magazine, fairly typical.
2- Blackwood's serics of "Remarks on Frankenstein” by Sir Wallter
Scott.
3- The Quarterly, "was revolted by this kind of writing”.
4- Mrs. Piozzi's letter to Fanny D'Arblay.
5- Blackwood’s surprise at learning that Mary Shelley was' the au-

thor.
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caused his loneliness and forced upon him the isolation he must en-
dure. Frankenstein created a neat’'y perfect creature, but one with a
heart and wilhout a soul. The monster's unfulfilled desire for com-
panionship can only be satisfied in the destruction of his creator.

In the end, Shelley has reversed the roles lor her characters.
Frankenstein seeks to destroy the very being he created; the monster
sceks revenge of his creator, the person who gave him life.

The isolation which is forced upon each of them, thus leads to

* their eventual destruction. Frankenstein gives up all social contact in
order to devote his time to the creation of his "being." This creation
ien leads to Frankenstein's isolation from his friends and relatives,

“ beeause of their death. We now have come full-circle back to Fran-
lun\lun s isolation from socicly again, due to his determination to
seck revenge. The isolation which the mouster expe ricnces is forced
upon him by socicty because of his hideous physical appearance. The
despair and loneliness which this isolation causes leads to the mon-
ster's final destruction, as he leaves his "last victim” with the promise
to comumit S-Jicidc. "1 shall die. 1 shall no longer feel the agonics

which now consume me or be the prey of feelings unsatisticd, yet
unquenched ... Soon these burning miscries will be extinet.” (pp-

222-223)

Forced into an undesivable isolation because ol their thiest lor

knowledge, the monster and Frankenstein have cach paved the road

o their death and destruction.
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dry; and although the wind entered it by innumerable chinks, (he)
found it an agrecable asylum from the snow and rain." (p. 106)

The monster's sensory deprivation is eventually enlightened by
the knowledge he acquires from observing his protector-family
through the chinks in the wall.” But as his knowledge increases, his
desire to escape his isolated confinement is accompanied by personal
indecision and fear of rejection, despite his need for essential human
contact and companionship. Admitting that he will not be accepted by
society, solely because of his physical appcar;uicc, the monster choos-
es the next best alternative, to find someone like himself. So he gocs
to Dr. Frankenstein and asks the doctor to create a male for him. .

With Frankenstein's refusal to create a female counter-part, the
monster despair increascs, resultfng in his outburst of murder and
rage. Isolated by a world that totally rejects and misunderstands
him. the monster believes the only meaning which can be given to his
life is through the destruction of his creator.

The monster inquircs of Frankenstein, "Have [ not suffered
enough, that you seek (0 increase my misery 7 ... If you will comply
with my conditions, I will leave them and you at peace; but if you re-
fuse, I will glut the maw of death, until it be satiated with the blood

of your remaining friends."(p. 99). And so he does. Killing Dr.
Frankenstein himselfl would be too casy; instead, he murders the
people dear to him and keeps his promisc to "be with you Franken-
stein on your wedding night.” (p. 168)

It is now evident that the monster's acquisition of knowledge has

o
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ly by the sclfish doctor.

The just sense of isolation comes lor the monster when he sees
his reflection in a pool of water. "l had admired the perfect forms
of my cottagers ... their grace, beauty, delicate complexions, but how
was I terrified when I viewed myself in a transparent pool! At first,
[ started back, unable to believe that it was indeed I who was reflect-
ed in the mirror; and when I became fully convinced that I was in
reality the monster that I am, I was filled with the bitterest sensations
of despondence and mortification. Alas! [ did not yct entirely know
the fatal effect of this miscrabic Jeformity.” (p. 114) But with the
- knowledge that the monster acquircs'. he soon realizes how much his
physical appearance will isolate him. ... I knew that I possessed no
money, no friends, no kind of property. I was, beside, endued with a
figure hic]eously_cleformed and loathesome .. 1 cannot describe (0
you the agony that these reflections inflicted upon me; I tried to dis-
pel them, but sorrow only increased with knowledge." (p. 120)
Without home or a family, the monster is left with the realization
that, perhaps ours is not a world made for monsters. Due solely to
his physical appearance, he is branded as a criminal whose resulting
behavior is not surprising.

The monster's [irst real contact with -«the outside world comes
while he is solitarily confined to his hovel adjacent to his
"protector's” small cottage. This kennel "was constructed of wood,
but so low that (he) could with difficulty sit up rightinit. No wood,

however, was placed on the eacth, which formed the floor, but it was

[6] v qovran 2ot eademician ) &2 s o0 i LI | v b




might destroy mankind as a whole,

This brings us to the fourth and final phase of Dr. Franken-
stein's isolation, caused by the monster's murders -of the three most
important people to Frankenstein, including Elizabeth. Estranged
from all he has held dear, conscious only to loneliness and guilt,
Frankenstein calls upon the spirits of night and death, those wander-
ing monsters of vengeance, to aid him in pursuing “the daemon who
caused this misery until he or I shall perish in mortal conflict ... Let
the cursed and the hellish monster drive deep of agony; let him feel
the despair that now torments me. The same monomania-displa‘ycd
in creating the being is now passionately hurled into its destruction.”
(p. 202) Frankenstein is set uplon a course of self—dcs[.ruction. The
cruelty of the situation is that the isolation forced upon the monster
has now back-fired. Frankenstein's sole ambition is to destroy his
creation, but in doing so, he isolates himsclf forever. ¢

This brings us o the main conflict in the novel, the isolation
forced upon the monster by society, due to the decisions of Dr. Fran-
kenstein, (This is in dircet contrast with Frankenstein's chosen isola-
tion.)  Had Dr. Frankenstein created an aesthetically pleasing crea-
ture as he originally intended, this would not be a problem. And had
Frankenstein created a mate for the monster, isolation would have
been something the creature could endure together. But this was not
the case and the monster's isolation was dilTicult for him to bear as
was Frankenstein's. We soon begin to understand that the monster is

a victim of circumstance, with his misery mposed upon him willlul-

VA N 0 A (Acadeiician) V3 AU A G0N -




this manner could bring forth peace to his soul. "I was tempted to
plunge into the silent lake, that the waters might close over me and
my calamities forcver.” (p. 91) '

But Frankenstemn's troubles are lar {rom over. The monster

soon approaches him with what he feels is a modest request.

What I ask of you is reasonable and moderate: I de-
mand a creature of another sex, but as hideous as my-
self; the gratification is small, but it is all that I can re-
ceive, and it shall content me. Tt is true, we shall be
monsters, cut off from all the world: but on that ac-
count we shall be more attached to onc another. Qur
lives will not be happy, but they will be harmless and
free from the misc:'y'l now feel. Oh! My creator,
make me happy; let me feel gratitude wwards you for
onc benefit! Let me sce that [excite the sympathy of
some existing thing:  do not deny me my request!

’ s o
(pp. 143-146)

The crucial decision for Dr. Frankenstein is whether to create a
companion for the monester. He decides 1o go ahead and create a fe-
male, thus solating himsell agaim Trom society, and more notably.,
from his lianece. Elizabeth.  However, Frankenstein changes his
mind and destroys lus nearly completed creature in tear that the two

beings might then propagate an entire civilization of monsters. who
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his work and desire to create a new species, he completely cuts him-
self off from the world around him. Like Walton, whose intellectual
pursuits isolated him from mankind, Frankenstein discovers that
"Study ..... secluded me from the intercourse of my fellow creatures,
and rendered me unsocial.” (p. 7)

We soon discover that his ambition not only makes him unso-
cial, but indirectly responsible for four murders with the creation of
the monster. After the death of Justine (who was wrongfully convict-
ed of killing Frankenstein's younger brother) Frankenstein admits to

Walton that he had never felt more pain.

The blood flowed freely in my veins, but a weight of
despair and remorse pressed on iny heart which noth-
ing could remove ... I'had begun life with benevolent
intentions, and thirsted for the moment when I should
put them in practice and make myself useful to my
fellow beings. Now all was blasted : instead of seren-
ity of conscience which allowed me to look back
upon the past with seif-satisfaction ... [ was scized
by remorse and the sense of guilt, which hurried me
away to a hell of intense tortures such as no language

can describe. (p. 90)

So utterly disraught from these fosses, Frankenstein contem-

plates suicide, and feels that only total isolation from the world in
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is Torever visible." (p. 15)" Walton realizes what he is giving up by

isolating himself from society in this manner, but for him the advan-

tages will far outweigh the disadvantages: "for the acquirement of

the knowledge which I sought; for the dominion I should acquirc and
transmit over the elemental foes of our race.” (p. 28)

But just in time, Frankenstei. comes to the rescue. So that Wal-
ton does not make the same mistake that Victor Frankenstein did in
his ambitious pursuit of knowledge, Frankenstein decides to tell Wal-
toit of his experiences which were a dircet result of this drive. "You
seck for knowledge and wisdom, as 1 once did; and I ardently hope
that the ‘gratil’ication of your wishes may not be a serpent sting to
you, as mine has been." (p.29-30) IFrankenstein goes on to say,
“Learn [rom me, if not from my precepts, at least by my example,
how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge and how happier
that man ......... to become greater than his nature will allow.” (p.
53) In the end we rcalize Frankenstein has been a blessing to Walton,
and we can only hope that Walton will take Frankensiein's advice to
heart.

This pursuit of knowledge i3 even more apparent in Franken-
stein himself, and wc sce its ruinous nature lead to the isolation
which accompanics Frankenstein throughout the novel. Frankenstein
is lirst isolated from socicty by immersing himsell in his studies. te
is "deeply smitten with the thirst for knowledge,” and determined to
"pioncer a4 new way, cxplore unknown: powers, and unfold to the

world the deepest mysteries of creation.” (p. 48) Totally absorbed in
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The Concept of Isolation
in
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein

Sabeeha Fadhil Habib Ubaid
College of Fine Arts
Department of Art Education

Upon analyzing Frankenstein as a Romantic novel we discover
knowledge is not always enlightening, and that too much knowledge
can be destructive. In this novel by Mary Shelley the pursuit of
knowledge leads to a harmful isolation which in turn leads to the
downfall of the central characters. Though each character experi-
ences isolation in a different manner, the end result for cach is de-
spair and loneliness. It is the purpose of this paper to show how the
concept of isolation is the force behind the rage and hateful revenge
of both Frankenstein and the monster, which lead to their eventual
annihilation.

The first character we mect is Walton, an Arctic explorer who
has given up a life in socicty to pursue his adventurous aspirations.
We learn through his letters to his sister how vitally important it is

to him to explore the northern regions ol the world where "the sun

1- See bibliography underJdoseph, MK,
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