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ABSTRACT

The artworks produced in this study Works both as creative outcomes and as methodological
tools. By transforming photographic images into Al-generated visual images, the artworks became
a research site for examining shifts in cultural representation. The study aimed to investigate how
meaning changes when an image moves from photographic representation to algorithmic
representation through a visual experiment based on artificial intelligence. In photographic images,
meaning is generally associated with documentation and real-world context, whereas in
algorithmic images it is reconstructed through processes of generation and computational
interpretation. This transformation provides a framework for examining how cultural identity is
represented and reconfigured. To achieve these objectives, the study adopted both a technology-
based research approach and a practice-based research methodology, as these were considered
most suitable for exploring the research questions. The findings revealed that the transition from
photographic to algorithmic imagery constitutes a process of reconstructing cultural meaning, in
which artificial intelligence becomes an active participant in the production of meaning and the
representation of identity. The study recommends that visual arts researchers adopt technology-
based and practice-based methodologies to better understand artistic and cultural transformations
in the age of artificial intelligence.
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Conclusion

1.

The algorithmic image is neither neutral nor documentary; rather, it functions as a cultural system that produces
meaning.

2. Artificial intelligence is not merely a tool of production, but a system that transforms artistic meaning itself.

3. Al-generated artworks can serve as sites of aesthetic and cultural inquiry.

4.  The photographic image is an image grounded in deeply rooted meaning.

5. Artificial intelligence does not eliminate meaning; instead, it reconstructs it in different ways.

6. The artworks produced in this study function simultaneously as creative outcomes and methodological tools.

7.  Cultural meaning may be transformed, distorted, reconstructed, or altered during the transition from the
photographic image to the algorithmic image, depending on the nature of the prompts and inputs provided to the Al
system, as well as the mechanisms through which it processes cultural symbols and visual signs.
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